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i MicrocERCULUS reniatus. (Plate III. fig. 2.) 

Supra brunneus feré unicolor, alis et caudá quoque nigri- 
canti-brunneis immaculatis, illis tamen vix pallidiore 
brunneo limbatis; subtůs omnino teeniatus, plumis sin- 
gulis fusco-nigro ct albo latě transfasciatis, hypochon- 
driis imis brunneis vix nigro transvittatis, rostro corneo, 
mandibulæ basi albicante, pedibus fusco-plumbeis: long. 
tota 4°0, alee 2°3, caudæ 0'9, rostri a rictu 1:0, tarsi 0-9. 

Hab. in montibus “ Balzar" æquat. occid. (Mlingworth). 

Mus. nostro. 

Obs. Species M. luscinie et M. albigulari affinis sed fasciis 
distinctis corporis inferioris facile distinguenda. 

This makes the seventh species now known of the genus 
Microcerculus, the present bird belonging to the section which 
has the wing plain and without the conspicuous white bar 
which distinguishes M. bambla. 

Its nearest ally seems to be M. albigularis, of Eastern 
Ecuador, from which it differs in the clear markings of the 
undersurface. 


IX.—On an apparently new Parrot of the genus Conurus. 
By P. L. ScLarER, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S. 


(Plate IV.) 


Messrs. Salvin and Godman have kindly parted in my 
favour with one of two examples of a species of Conurus 
which they have recently acquired, unfortunately without any 
authentic information as to its “ lieu de provenance,’ which, 
however, is supposed to be “ Demerara’? Whether this be 
the case or not, the species to which it belongs seems to be 
undescribed : and as it is of great beauty, I think a Plate in 
‘The Ibis’? may be well devoted to making it known. I 
therefore propose to characterize it as follows :— 


CoNURUS EGREGIUS, sp. nov. (Plate IV.) 
Viridis ; fronte brunnescenti-nigrá, plumis auricularibus et 
macula gule mediá cupreis; cervicis laterum et pec- 
toris plumus albicante flavido marginatis, tanguam squa- 
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matis; remigibus intts nigris, primariorum et horum 
tectricum marginibus externis lætè ceeruleis ; secundariis 
extůs viridibus, dorso concoloribus , alulá spuriá flava 
rubro tinetá , campterio alari coccineo : subalaribus 
flavis aurantiaco mixtis; caudâ obscurá, nigricante, 
suprà vix brunnescenti tincti; tibiis rubris; rostro 
albicanti-corneo, pedibus fuscis: long. tota 10:0, ala 
5:0, caudæ rectr. med. 48, ext. 25. 

Hab. (sicut dicitur) in Demerara. 

Mas. 5.-G. et P.L.S. 

Obs. Species C. devillii proxima, sed caudá obscura et sub- 
alaribus partim flavis, neenon primariorum marginibus 
lætiùs cæruleis dignoscenda. 


This Conure belongs to the group A of the section “ Pyr- 
rhura” of Finsch (Papag. i. p. 524), in which the coverts of 
the primaries are blue or green. Amongst these it comes 
nearest to C. devillii, from Bolivia, of which the type speci- 
men is now in the British Museum. But in C. devillii the 
tail is light red underneath and green above, the green of 
the body below is lighter and more yellowish, the breast- 
feathers are more of a pale greyish brown, and there is no 
yellow on the bend of the wing or on the wing-coverts below, 
which are of the same colour as the primaries, not yellow as 
in C. eyregius. Besides this, the outer margins of the pri- 
maries in C. devillii are of a much paler blue than in C. 
egregius. 

As regards the somewhat peculiar dark colour of the tail, 
the present species comes nearest to C. melanurus, which, 
however, may be at once differentiated by having the under 
wing-coverts green. 

Dr. Finsch recognizes 17 species of Conurus of the section 
Pyrrhura, of all of which I have examples in my collection, 
except C. roseifrons and C. devillii. I have also examples of 
one other species described since his monograph was finished, 
namely C. rhodocephalus (Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1870, p. 787). 
I think I may confidently say that Conurus egregius is guite 
distinct from any of these eighteen species. 


K2 


182 Messrs. E. L. and E. L. C. Layard on the Avifauna 


X.— Notes on the Avifauna of New Caledonia and the New 
Hebrides. By Enear L. Layard, C.M.G., F.Z.S., ke., 
H.B.M. Consul, and E. Leorotp C. Layarp, Vice-Consul 
at Noumea. JVith Remarks by the Rev. Canon Tristram, 
DIRS., C.M.Z.S., Ee. 


(Plate V.) 


We have one more novelty to describe from New Cale- 
donia :— 


AiGOTHELES SAVESI, sp. nov. (Plate V.) 

Æg. supra et subtůs nigra, albo pulveruiento undulata, hôc 
colore plurimis striis angustissimis undulantibus et inter- 
ruptis transversim in undquique pluma variegato; pri- 
mariis ct rectricibus, preter duas medias et externas, in 
pogonio externo tantum striatis: pileo nigricante, vix albo 
variegato , tarsis nudis. 

Long. tota 12°8 iu., al. 6°6, caudze 6:1, tarsi 1:1, dig. med. cum 
ungue 1°25, rostri a rict. 1:3; rictůs lat. 1:25. 

An example of this „Egotheles, which, from its size and 
coloration, cannot be confounded with any other known 
species, was caught at Tongué, not far from Noumea, on 
the night of the 11th of April last, having flown into a 
bedroom, probably attracted by the light. It was brought 
to my friend M. Savés by the captor, who stated that none of 
the natives had ever seen any thing like it before. With great 
liberality M. Savés presented it to us. He describes the 
irides as being sicnna-yellow, and says that the stomach 
contained small coleoptera. It proved a male on dissectiou. 

M. Savés’s occupation having taken him through most parts 
of the island, he has had unrivalled opportunities of col- 
lecting, but, unfortunately, has not retaincd many of his 
specimens, and many have suffered from the destructive 
agents of a tropical climate. He tells us there are many 
birds in the forests of the north of the island (that part being 
much more tropical in its features than the southern end) 
that are not found about Noumea. This is what we have 
always expected; and a collecting-trip to that end of the 
island is one of our day-dreams. 


